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This presentation includes certain statements, estimates, targets and projections that reflect Qlik management’s 

assumptions concerning anticipated future performance of Qlik. Such statements, estimates, targets and projections 

are based on significant assumptions and subjective judgments concerning anticipated results, which are inherently 

subject to risks, variability and contingencies, many of which are beyond the control of Qlik, Thoma Bravo and any of 

Qlik’s current or future direct or indirect owners. These assumptions and judgments may or may not prove to be 

correct and there can be no assurance that any projected results are attainable or will be realized. Qlik, Thoma Bravo, 

and each of their respective representatives and affiliates expressly disclaim any and all liability with respect to 

information contained in or omitted from this presentation. None of Qlik or Thoma Bravo, nor their respective 

representatives or affiliates, make any representations and/or warranties, whether express or implied, with respect to 

this presentation, the information contained herein or omitted herefrom. Qlik undertakes no intention or obligation to 

update or revise any statements made in this presentation, whether as a result of new information, future events or 

otherwise, and such statements should not be relied upon as representing Qlik's views as of any date subsequent to 

the date of this presentation. Further, this presentation is intended to outline Qlik’s general product direction and 

should not be relied on in making a purchase decision, as the development, release, and timing of any features or 

functionality described for our products remains at our sole discretion.

© 2019 QlikTech International AB. All rights reserved. Qlik®, Qlik Sense®, QlikView®, QlikTech®, Qlik Cloud®, Qlik DataMarket®, Qlik Analytics Platform®, 

Qlik NPrinting®, Qlik Connectors®, Qlik GeoAnalytics®, Qlik Core®, Associative Difference®, Lead with Data™, Qlik Data Catalyst™, Qlik Associative Big 

Data Index™, Qlik Insight Bot™ and the QlikTech logos are trademarks of QlikTech International AB that, where indicated by an “®”, have been registered in 

one or more countries. Other marks and logos mentioned herein are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective owners.

Legal Disclaimer
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The Rules and Trends of Data Visualization

Pie charts are evil

Make Sure Your Visualization Answers A 

Question

Make Your Graphs And Charts Readable

Use The Right Data

Consider Your Audience

Have a diverse tool set
People are terrible at distinguishing small 

differences 

Color selection matters

Reduce, reuse, recycle
Know your data

Put your audience firstBe media sensitive

Choose the right chart

Chart smart

Use labels wisely

Design to the point Let the data speak

Feedback is a good thing

Use ‘Clean’ Fonts!

Numbers Don’t Add Up

Not Following Conventions

Cropped Axes

Not Using Annotations

Improper Bubble Sizes
Incomplete Data

Never use Pie Charts

Use Pie Charts to show share

Do use the full axis.

Avoid distortion

Wide ranges
Use consistent intervals

Simplify less important information

Be creative with your legends and labels

Pass the squint test Ask others for opinions

Don't use 3D or blow apart effects

Don't use more than (about) six colors

Don't change (style) boats midstream

Don't make users do "visual math."

Don't overload the chart

Use The Right Method Of Visualization



5

The Rules and Trends of Data Visualization

The problem is, all of this is good advice. 

QlikView provides a toolset that allows you to 

follow these rules, or simply make up your own. 
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Our minds only 
register what we 
perceive, which 
means that we only 
focus on a small part 
of what we see. 
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Human perception and cognition

Information Visualization: Perception for Design, Colin Ware 

Low-level property 
extraction

• Edges

• Color

• Texture

• Movements

Pattern perception

• Contours

• Motion

Goal directed 
processing

• Few objects dealt at 
once

• Focus on a small 
number of visual 
features
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Why is visualizing your data so important?
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1st stage: Low-level property extraction
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Why color is important?
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Visualization Concepts

• Data Classification based on:
• Entities (items of interest)

• Attributes (describe the entities)

• Relationships between entities

Four kinds of Quantitative Data:

NOMINAL (labels, ’is-a’) – Categorical

RATIO (general numbers) - Numerical

INTERVAL (numbers) - Numerical

ORDINAL (ranking) - Categorical
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What chart to use
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Best Practice examples
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Best Practice examples

• Trends can be displayed effectively in a line chart.
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• Ensure when using a line chart that a relation between the dimensions 
values exists. 

Best Practice examples
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“The best statistical 
graphic ever drawn”

Edward Tufte
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Lithuania

Temperature!
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Hands on workshop
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• TruthfulnessActivities



21

• Using the Right VisualizationActivities
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• Modernize QlikView VisualizationsActivities
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• Telling Stories with Our DataActivities



Q&A



Thank You

Stay in the know on Qlik product 
innovations. Register for our quarterly 
webinar series.

qlik.com/QlikInsider

Want to learn more? Check out these resources: 

Connect with Qlik enthusiasts around the 
world. Learn, share and explore. 
Register today.

community.qlik.com
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Breakout Session 
Survey

We strive to improve the event each 

year and are interested in hearing 

your feedback on this session.  

To access the session survey please 

log into the mobile app and click this 

session on your personal agenda. 

Click the Survey button in the top 

menu to complete the survey.

We thank you in advance!



Thank you


